september 2018 ieee Geoscience and remote sensinG maGazine Sensing Society (GRSS), making a small step toward familiarizing ISRO scientists and others in the geoscience and remote sensing communities with the GRSS and its activities.
For the Indian geoscience community, he acted as a mentor and trusted advisor, guiding many of us in our professional development ( Figure S4 ). He strengthened the GRSS in India by disseminating the research contributions of the Indian scientific community to researchers globally through many GRSS activities. He invited some of India's leaders to the International Polarimetry SAR Workshop at Niigata, Japan, ( Figure S5) ; the Asia-Pacific Conference on SAR in Japan and Korea; and the Mini-SAR Workshop at Taiwan, among others.
With his extraordinary commitment to establishing the GRSS in India, his ability to identify leaders, and his academic expertise, he was able to connect with Indian leaders who helped establish Chapters at Delhi/ Jodhpur, Ahmedabad, Kolkata, and Bangalore over 2012-2013. During this period, he established the groundwork for the Chapters at Hyderabad, Bombay, Chennai, Roorkee-Dehraduan, and Kerala. Among these, the Hyderabad and Bombay chapters are functional, and others are in the process of being established.
Prof. Boerner's vision for creating more IEEE Chapters all over India is gradually being realized, as is his vision for full polarimetry in future radar missions.
He will always be remembered for his technical leadership and creating a strong footprint for the GRSS and polarimetry in India. 
Contributions to Education

Eric Pottier
The year was 1988. I was a Ph.D. degree student about to give my first international presentation at the IEEE Antennas and Propagation Society Conference in San Jose, California. In the room, just in front of me, sat my two "polarimetric gods," Dr. J.R. Huynen and Prof. Wolfgang M. Boerner. In his usual style, Wolfgang took a look at my badge and said, "You are French, correct? I will be giving my talk immediately after you. Please feel free to use part of my time for your presentation." Thirty years later, I can say that this generous offer was a real privilege, and I often wonder if it was a sign.
That was my first contact with Wolfgang. Thereafter, we met two or three times a year and spoke regularly by phone. A strong and deep sense of trust developed between us. Much more than a friendship, a real bond was born.
Wolfgang was an "internationalist." I used to call him the "Benjamin Franklin of modern times" because his life was largely characterized by a willingness to help the international community and his ambition to enhance and improve access to education. He loved meeting people all over the world who belonged to different cultures and communities. His greatest joy was to be able to meet and connect with so many of us. Thanks to him, I have gotten to know the most wonderful people from all over the world.
His extraordinary interpersonal and communication skills always made it a true pleasure and delight for me to exchange views with Wolfgang in long and fruitful discussions about education. "Education" was one of his favorite key words.
In the 2000s, he was promoting the idea of Collaboratorium Terra Digitalis Polarimetricii et Interferometricii Globalis. Global and international cooperation was his dream. For this, we created the "polarimetric dream team" ( Figure   S6 ) and went on tours of Japan, the United States, Canada, Belgium, and Poland to educate people on polarimetry and its applications.
Wolfgang was a talented orator, and it is impossible to forget his dynamic and lively tutorials and his lectures and courses on polarimetry.
He emanated such persuasive power, peppering his presentations with anecdotes and dotting them with his famous "Correct!" I will also remem- 
Tribute to Wolfgang Boerner
Paul Rosen
There aren't many people in this world who have the ability to convince another person to willingly and gladly take on additional duties in an already overburdened life. Wolfgang Boerner was such a person. In the later years of his life, when I came to know him well, he was a man on a mission-or, rather, a man on many missions for the betterment of the IEEE Geoscience and Remote Sensing Society (GRSS).
As an internationally known figure in polarimetric research with a vision of the future that was squarely centered on rapid societal and technical developments in Asia, Wolfgang was an active and forceful advocate to create a strong GRSS presence throughout Asia. He made countless trips, formed lasting and deep relationships with many top researchers in remote sensing, and left a network of researchers and newly formed Chapters for others to nurture and develop.
Wolfgang was instrumental in convincing me to take on some of his duties in India, which has allowed me to build my own wonderful and lasting relationships there. He was also instrumental in establishing the groundwork for the current international collaboration between NASA and the Indian Space Research Organization-although none of us, including Wolfgang, could have predicted it at the time. He led by example, with an infectious energy and sense of purpose, and he has inspired many others to "think big and deep" about our interconnected, highly remotely sensed world.
Another of Wolfgang's missions was to promote recognition of GRSS members within the Society. He was instrumental in advocating for the recognition I have received from my peers within the GRSS, for which I am very thankful.
And having also been asked to help him recognize others, I know firsthand how much energy and vision he applied to this area.
For many of us who tend to focus on the requirements of the day, Wolfgang was an essential and much needed force for connectivity and community within the GRSS. His boundless energy, technical insights, and world-wise intelligence were tremendously inspiring; but, most of all, I will remember Wolfgang as someone who cared about me as a 
